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OUTOF NOWHERE

DNA’s Sonic Décor model 100 on-wall speaker proves a

micro-company can engineer a paradigm shift.

tarting a speaker company is easy, for
Sthe most part. Computer programs can

practically design the speaker for you,
and scores of companies stand ready to manu-
facture it for you at a reasonable price. The
only challenge is coming up with a design
that dealers will want to sell and consumers
will want to buy.

Of course, few start-ups prove capable of
that latter task. But I just found one of the
rare exceptions: DNA, which stands for Don-
ald North Audio. DNA’s first product was
the Sequence, an exotic contraption intended
for devoted audiophiles. Its second product,
though, is the most appealing, most origi-
nal—and when you get right down to it, the
cutest—on-wall speaker I have yet encoun-
tered. It represents a stunning change in di-
rection, like a boutique builder of F1 racing
cars suddenly introducing a perfectly execut-
ed luxury sedan.

When 1 first see the DNA Sonic Décor
model 100 at GNP Audio Video in Pasade-
na, Calif., I'm shocked that such an elegant,
cleanly executed design could have emerged
from a company and an engineer I've never
before encountered. But DNA didn’t really
come from nowhere—the company’s name-
sake is a Cal Tech-educated engineer who has
worked for Boston Acoustics, AuraSound, and
Harman International.

The Sonic Décor model 100 looks like a
small, two-way bookshelf-type speaker that
was run over by a perfectly executed luxury
sedan. It’s only 4.25 inches deep, which is
about the same depth as a typical flat-panel
TV set. What strikes you about it initially is
the unprecedented array of stock colors and
finishes. The speaker’s facade is a snap-on,
.25-inch-thick panel, available in six colors
of acrylic and four wood finishes, and also in
smooth-sanded MDF (medium-density fiber-
board) for custom painting. The fabric grille
comes in black, light gray, and white, and the
cabinet is available in black or white. That
amounts to 60 different stock color combi-
nations, a selection that leaves other speakers
looking like they were designed in East Berlin
before the wall came down.

The woofer and tweeter are sourced from
Peerless and Vifa, respectively, both Danish
brands used in many high-end speakers. The
cabinet is surprisingly well-crafted for a prod-
uct from a start-up—and even more surpris-
ingly, is built in a Southern California factory.
No kludgy, complicated hardware is needed
to hang the speaker; a simple metal clip at-
taches to the wall with two supplied wall an-
chors to support each 13-pound speaker.

A model 200 center speaker is also avail-
able. It’s essentially a model 100 turned on
its side with its drivers reoriented. The only

BY BRENT BUTTERWORTH




Faceplates made from wood,

acrylic, or paintable medium-
density fiberboard (top) give
DNA'’s customers an unprec-
edented array of stock color and
finish schemes. The model 200
center speaker (directly above) is
a model 100 reconfigured with a
horizontal cabinet.

difference between the two,
that
the magnet structure of the

engineering-wise, is

model 200’s woofer is altered
slightly to fit in the speaker’s
shorter cabinet.
Although it’s
ly known that mounting

wide-

} NEW

speakers on a wall causes a
bump in the bass response
and some cancellations in
the midrange, many speak-
er designers address these
inadequately or
not at all. North, however,

problems

has taken great pains in his
speakers’ internal circuitry
to compensate for these
He that his
speakers produce an almost

flaws. states
perfectly even frequency re-
sponse when placed against
a wall—and he shows me
graphs that
support his claim. My expe-

measurement

rience with the speakers also

provides ample confirma-
tion of their performance.

The model 100 sounds
like the little pair of mini-
monitor speakers so many
audiophiles fall in love with
when they first get into au-
dio. The sound is refresh-
ingly smooth, subtle, and
detailed; I doubt anyone, in
a blind test, could tell these
are on-walls. Many on-wall
speakers sound somewhat
bloated when conveying
male voices, because the
nearby wall reinforces the
upper bass. But the model
100 never does, even when
I play a recording of Hawai-
ian singer/guitarist Rever-
end Dennis Kamakahi that
sounds bloated on most of
the speakers I test.

The stereo imaging is
excellent, embodying sing-
ers and instruments precise-
ly between (and even a little
to the outside of) the speak-
er pair. But a lot of on-walls
can do that. Whats more
interesting is that the model
100 produces a wraparound
sound that is uncharacteris-
tic of its genre—and more
impressive than what I have
heard even from some free-
standing speakers.

The bass is satisfying for
such a small speaker; it nev-
er sounds thin except when
I play hip-hop-type mixes
that use only deep, deep,
deep bass with no upper
bass. Mind you, it’s no party
speaker; raucous fare like
Motley Criie’s “Kickstart
My Heart” sounds strained
when cranked up to the lev-
els I prefer. A subwoofer, of
course, would help.

For now, the DNA line
is available at only a handful

The model 100 and model
200 offer spring-loaded
metal binding posts—our
favorite for on-walls

because they make for
easy, secure speaker cable

connections.

of dealers in North Ameri-
ca; North will sell direct if
there’s no dealer near you.
But I expect that situation to
change after North exhibits
them at the CEDIA Expo
this September. And I expect
these lovely little speakers to
find a home alongside many
plasma and LCD TVs, and
even in quite a few audio-
philes’ music systems.

B DESCRIPTION

On-wall speakers for stereo or home
theater use, including model 100 for
left/right/surround use, and model 200 for
center channel

B COMPONENTS

5.75-inch Nomex paper cone woofer, 1-inch
fabric-dome tweeter

B CONNECTIONS
Push-type spring-loaded metal binding posts

2 DIMENSIONS

model 100: 16.25 x 10.5 x 4.25 inches
(hwd)

model 200: 10.5 x 16.25 x 4.25 inches
(hwd)

PRICE/CONTACT

PRICE: model 100 $1,495 per pair, model
200 $795 each

CONTACT: 310.869.6214, dnaudio.com

This locked PDF is made available by Robb Report Home Entertainment, a CurtCo Robb Media, LLC publication. This does not constitute an endorsement, implied or otherwise, by CurtCo Robb Media, LLC. It may not be printed or sold by anyone
other than CurtCo Robb Media, LLC. Reproduction or alterations in whole or in part without prior written permission is strictly prohibited. This locked PDF may not be transmitted via e-mail, fax, website or any other content transmission mechanism
considered unlawful. Any photographs or illustrations appearing in this PDF are the sole property of the Copyright holder. In no event shall CurtCo Robb Media, LLC and/or its respective suppliers be liable for any special, indirect or consequential damages
or any damages whatsoever resulting from loss of use, data or profits, whether in an action of contract, negligence or other tortuous action, arising out of or in connection with the use or performance of this document. Robb Report Home Entertainment

is the registered trademark of CurtCo Robb Media, LLC.The Robb Report Home Entertainment logo, trademarks and service marks and other CurtCo Robb Media, LLC logos, product and service names are trademarks of CurtCo Robb Media, LLC.



